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III. 5W 0/ a Letter from Mr Ralph Thoresby, 
F. ^. 5. fo 2)r Hans Sloane, S. ^ S. concerning 
fome Herman Coy ns found at York* 

Had feveral weeks ago given you an account of fome old 
Gbyns lately found at 2#r£, but that I forbore, in hopes? 
to make the account more perfe&y which' is as follows : 
Mr Samml Buxton, late Sheriff oi that Ancient City, design- 
ing to Build upon a Piece of Ground he had bought in High 
Onjegm r had Labourers to remove the Kubbifti of a former 
Houfe 5 -.which, with about go more, was burnt down April 
%. 1^4. In, digging below the Foundations of the former 
Hou(e 5 at a considerable depth they difcovered the more 
Ancient Foundations of an older Fabric^ very probably un- 
known to the BuHders- of the later.- Houfe." Thefe lower 
Foundations were very well'fapported-atTeveral-Anglcs.with- 
good'Qik- Pile?, fome of which were (b firm and found., that 
they -we?e good again- ■ for • the' lame-- ptirpofe-* befides 
thele : Piles, there were feveral great -'Timber- wees, that 
lay at-hwa?^ to make the -ftronger Foundation : Betwixt the 
head of two Piles m this lower Foundation, the Work men 
found a little decayed Oak box, wherein had been hoarded 
about 2CO cr 250 pieces of the Nor mm Co jus 5 but- age and 
the rtioifturc of the place had fo defaced them, that not 
raudi-ak^.4oa^ Through the 

Gentlemans kindnefs (who preferred me with fome of them) 
I had the perufai ot about half that number, ( the reft being 
given away before 1 heard ot them ) wvhich proved the no- 
bieft ftqck that ever I Caw, or indeed, beard of, of vViiiitm 
the Conqueror % Coyns 5 not above 2 or § in the whole Cargo 
that 1 Caw beins; of any other Prince : Thofe, tbo later in 
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time, are more rare in value than many of the Romm and 
Saxon Coyns : thefe lower foundations aifo very well anfwer 
the account we have of the Timber^huildrngi in tfaofe Ages. 

The Coyns are very much alike 5 the King is reprefented 
f uHrficed, with a Crown *attd, labels, but neither Scepter, 
Crofs or Star, as in other Moneys of his that f had before $ 
aioftof them are infeibed WILLEMF REX, which 
fome have miftaken f or William the 2d ; but by the declining 
of the ftrokes, it appears to be defign'd for V^ as I have one 
with the S after the V and before R EX* By this accident 
there appears greater Variety, -than ever was known before* 
of the Conquerors Money, thro the kindnefs of Mr Buxton 
and others. I have of thefe forts, WILLHMF REX. 
WILLEMVS REX. WlLLEMVREX. I. ( which 
is not to be reckoned a Numeral Letter, it being improper to 
pretend a diftin&ion, when there was none of the Nime be- 
fore, hue for part of the Letter A ) WILEM REX A* 
(Anglic ) And for the Reverfe I have that were Coyn'd at 
LVNDRE. (London.) BOFERmck. (Turk) W INC 

(Winchefier. EXE TE ( Exeter. ) L I N ( Lincoln, I pre- 
fume, Lyn-Regk not being old enough* ) LIU COL (Lin- 
coln. ) DEOTFORND ( Thetford. ) and LOYNC 
{which I take for Lorn or Lancajier. I have only one du* 
plicate, which I prefent to you, and hope you will find it 
fafe in the Seal of the Letter h 'tis inferibed + WILLEMF 
REX I. Keverfe + DBIL IRD ON LIN. 
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